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“If a disease were killing our children in the same proportions as injury, we would be outraged and demand this killer be stopped.” 
- C. Everett Koop, MD, Former Surgeon General of the United States 

 

Why Address Injuries?  
Injuries are the number one cause of morbidity and mortality among children in the United States. In children less than one year of age, 
inappropriate sleep positioning and environments, motor vehicle collisions, drowning, and physical abuse most commonly cause these injuries. 
Screening for risk, and counseling families on age appropriate safety behaviors, is every healthcare provider’s responsibility. However, many 
practitioners, unfortunately do not adequately or consistently address these topics during well child visits.  
 

The Ohio Chapter, AAP has developed two screening tools (for birth to 4 months and 6 to 12 months) for implementation into clinical practice that 
allows providers to seamlessly screen for risks, as well as provide talking points for practitioners to address inappropriate behaviors for:  

• Safe Sleep Positioning and Environments 

• Appropriate Car Seat Usage 

• Fire/Burn Safety 

• Family/Domestic Violence Safety 

• Fall Prevention 

• Supervision 

• Water Safety 

• Choking Hazards 

• Ingestion Hazards 

• Play Safety 

• Home Safety  

 

Past Success 
Since 2012, nearly 30 practices (80 practitioners) throughout Ohio, Kentucky, Oregon, Pennsylvania and Utah have implemented these two 
screening tools into daily practice. Experiences learned include: 

• Within one to two months, practices were able to incorporate each screening tool during every age-appropriate well child care visits 

• All recommended risky behaviors were addressed at every well child visit more than 90% of the time 

• Participants felt the tools made their anticipatory guidance more complete, and it saved them time with families 
• Approximately 65% of families made a positive behavior change in at least one risky behavior after receiving recommendations from their 

provider at a previous visit 
 

What Is In It For You?  
Beginning in October 2016, the Injury Prevention/Safe Sleep Learning Collaborative will be offered online for interested healthcare providers. 
Participating practitioners will receive: 
• Maintenance of Certification (MOC) Part IV credit for up to 21 medical specialties participating as part of the American Board of Medical 

Specialties (including 25 points by the American Board of Pediatrics and 20 points by the American Board of Family Medicine) 

• 10 points of American Board of Pediatrics (ABP) MOC Part II Self-Assessment 

• One hour of Continuing Medical Education credits 

• Screening tools to assess risky behaviors in children from birth to 4 months, and 6 to 12 months, along with easy to use scoring sheets and 
recommended talking points 

• Networking opportunities with other healthcare providers interested in Injury Prevention and Safe Sleep topics 

• Resources for identifying community specific injury prevention information to provide to families 
 

What Are Your Requirements to Participate? 

• Register with the AAP’s Quality Improvement Data Aggregator (QIDA) System for participation in the Ohio AAP’s Injury Prevention/Safe 
Sleep Collaborative (QIDA is the secure, web-based system that collects, collates and reports quality improvement data, as well as functions 
as the project workspace and message board throughout the collaborative) 
o Participants login using their AAP ID and password; if a participant does not have an AAP ID, one will be provided at no cost 

• Complete eight short online modules with post-tests related to injury prevention and quality improvement topics 

• Collect and submit baseline data (30 charts) to understand current screening and assessment  
• Collect and submit three cycles of data (10 charts per cycle) 

• Complete a PDSA Ramp (with a minimum of three PDSA Cycles)  
 

For more information on the Injury Prevention/Safe Sleep Learning Collaborative, or to register to participate, please contact Hayley Southworth at 
hsouthworth@ohioaap.org or (614) 846-6258, or visit this page: http://ohioaap.org/projects/IPLC/2/  
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