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BCBS Settlement Finalized; Claim forms sent to physicians

AAP notifies carriers of Prevnar price increase

UHC implements preventive care policy

Number of Chapter pediatric councils increasing

NCE features Pediatric Council Forum and Meet the Carrier Medical
Directors

. AAP News articles related to private payer issues
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1. BCBS Settlement Finalized; Claim forms sent to physicians

The BCBS settlement claim forms are being mailed to physicians. In order to qualify for a settlement
payment, physicians must mail the completed and signed Claim Form by NO LATER THAN
OCTOBER 19, 2007. Please visit www.hmosettlements.com for additional information.

2. AAP notifies carriers of Prevnar price increase

The AAP is sending a letter to carriers informing them of the Prevnar price increase and urging them to
update their payment platforms to reflect the increase. On August 1%, Wyeth announced the cost of
Prevnar will increase 6.5%. As a result of discussions with the AAP, Wyeth is offering to customers with
standing orders the opportunity to purchase the vaccine at the old price for the next 60 days.

A copy of the letter will be posted on the AAP Member Center, private payer advocacy page and any
carrier responses will also be posted.

3. UHC implements preventive care policy

The following is excerpted from the UnitedHealthcare (UHC) July 2007 Network Bulletin announcing
UHC’s policy to pay for both the preventive medicine service and a problem oriented evaluation and
management (E/M) service for the same patient on the same day. The AAP has been in contact with
UHC urging them to implement this change as soon as possible.

From the July 2007 UHC Network Bulletin

“In the January 2007 Network Bulletin, we communicated a delay in the implementation of our revision
to the UnitedHealthcare Preventive Medicine and Screening Policy. At the time we announced this delay,
the policy changes were anticipated to be implemented in December, 2007. We are pleased to announce
that modifications to our claim platform will be completed sooner than reported, and that our revised
policy will be implemented in August 2007. Effective with claims that are processed on or after August
27,2007, UnitedHealthcare will reimburse a preventive medicine service (CPT codes 99381 — 99397,
HCPCS code G0344) plus 50% of a problem oriented E/M service (CPT codes 99201 — 99205 or 99212-
99215 only) when the E/M service represents a significant, separately identifiable service and is
submitted with a modifier 25 appended.”


http://www.hmosettlements.com/

4. Number of Chapter pediatric councils increasing

A key component of the AAP private payer advocacy are chapter pediatric councils serving as forums to
meet with regional health plans to address pediatric issues. Several chapters have formed pediatric
councils bringing the total up to 30. New pediatric councils have been formed in Arizona, Illinois
Montana, and Puerto Rico. The four AAP chapters in California (District V) have formed a district wide
council and will be meeting for the first time later in September. For additional information on pediatric
councils, including contact information for each chapter, check out the pediatric council link on the AAP
Member Center (Private Payer Advocacy page) at
http://www.aap.org/moc/reimburse/pedcouncil/default.htm (requires member log in)

5. NCE features Pediatric Council Forum and Meet the Carrier Medical

Directors

As part of the AAP Section on Administration and Practice Management (SOAPM) Hot Topics session
during the 2007 NCE in San Francisco, there will be a panel discussion featuring carrier medical
directors followed by a pediatric council forum on Saturday, October 27" beginning at 3:00 pm. Medical
Directors from national carriers will be available to answer questions during a session from 3-4 pm.
Chapters interested in forming a pediatric council as well as pediatric council members and chapter
private payer advocacy liaisons are encouraged to attend the pediatric council forum from 4-5 pm. The
meetings will be held at the Westin St. Francis.

6. AAP News articles related to private payer issues

The August 2007 issue of AAP News features the following article related to private payer issues: (to
read the article, click on the link below the title)

Price of Prevnar up 6.5%; Favorable terms available
http://aapnews.aappublications.org/cgi/content/full/e2007273v1

For additional information on AAP private payer advocacy, contact Lou Terranova, Senior Health Policy Analyst
at lterranova@aap.org or 800/433-9016 ext 7633.

Have a carrier concern? Complete the AAP Hassle Factor Form on the AAP
Member Center at http://www.aap.org/moc/reimburse/hasslefactor/ (requires
member log in). The AAP and chapters use the data to identify issues and
discussion points with payers.
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