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3. AAP sends letter to Aetna objecting to its immunization payment
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To assist in AAP private payer advocacy, AAP Members are urged to report any carrier
concerns to the AAP Hasde Factor Form on the AAP Member Center at:
(http://www.aap.org/moc/reimburse/hasslefactor/HassleForm.cfm

1. Alabama Chapter pediatric successfully advocates for carrier
coverage for developmental screening
The Alabama Chapter pediatric council, chaired by Albert Holloway, MD, FAAP, reported that
the state’s largest private carrier, BCBS of AL, has added coverage and payment for three
developmental screenings at well child visits between 8 and 32 months of age. After year long
contacts and a presentation during the chapter’s pediatric council meeting, the carrier enhanced
its benefits coverage and noted that it was due to the persistent efforts by the AL Chapter
pediatric council and chapter leadership directed by the AL Chapter President James Wiley, MD,
FAAP, that led to the policy change.

AAP private payer advocacy continues to monitor carrier payment for developmental
screening and a current listing of carrier coverage for developmental screening can be
accessed on the AAP Memnber Center, private payer advocacy page at.
http.//www.aap.org/secur emoc/r emburse/Development al Payiment Screening6-10.pdf
(requires member log in)




2. Revised Business Case for Pricing Vaccines and Immunization

Administration clarifies need for appropriate payment
The revised documents detail the distinct vaccine and administration related costs and calls for
adequate payment for both vaccines and immunization administration. The documents will be
sent to payers as part of AAP private payer advocacy. AAP chapters, pediatric councils and
members can use these documents for their own advocacy efforts. Copies of each document can
also be downloaded from the AAP Member Center, private payer advocacy page at:
http://www.aap.org/securemoc/reimburse/BusCasePricingVacJuly10.pdf and
http://www.aap.org/securemoc/reimburse/BusCasePricingl mmJuly10. pdf
(requires member login)

3. AAP sends letter to Aetna objecting to its immunization payment

methodology
The AAP sent aletter to Aetna objecting to the carrier's payments for immunization
administration and vaccines, including the PCV 13 vaccine. AAP Chapter pediatric councils and
members may consider sharing the letter with their Aetna contacts as areference in advocating
for appropriate payment. The letter is also posted on the AAP Member Center, private payer
advocacy page at: http://www.aap.org/securemoc/reimburse/AetnaPCV 13L tr10.pdf (requires
member login). Aetna s response and related follow up by the AAP will be reported in future
updates.

4. Register for AAP Pediatric Coding Webinars

New from the AAP — cost effective coding education — one low fee admits your entire staff!

L earn the pediatric coding success secr ets of today’s top pros. Register today

(http://aap.or g/webinars/coding) for BIG SAVINGS! See how to smplify coding and billing—and
expedite payment—with pediatric-specific insights, tips, and strategies from leading pediatric
coding experts. The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) Pediatric Coding Webinars series
includes six 1-hour live events filled with up-to-the-minute information and exclusive insights
you can't afford to miss. Here' s the help you need to meet your most complex coding and billing
challenges. For more information, visit http://aap.org/webinars/coding.

5. Critical care coding webinar archive now available

If you missed the June 30" webinar on Critical Care Coding, you can download the webinar
archive anytime at: http://www.aap.org/sections/critcare/default.cfm

This 90 minute webinar covers what's new and required in coding and documentation for
bundled and unbundled codes, and special proceduresin ECMO, transport, ultrasound, CRRT,
sedation, consultation, nursing and more.

6. AAP News articles related to private payer advocacy issues The
following articles related to private payment issues are in the July 2010 AAP News:

Guidance offered on filing claimsfor share of UHG settlement fund
http://aapnews.aappublications.org/cgi/content/full/31/7/30-a




For additional information on AAP private payer advocacy, contact Lou Terranova, Senior
Health Policy Analyst at Iterranova@aap.org or 800/433-9016 ext 7633
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